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Our 2026 Call for Ideas Funding Opportunity is Closing Soon:
Submit Proposals by April 8

We’re currently accepting proposals for our Responsive Grants 2026 Call for
Ideas funding opportunity, with the deadline quickly approaching NEXT WEEK.
Proposals must be submitted by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, April 8.

Driven by community voice, Responsive Grants are one way we partner with communities
and organizations best positioned to understand local priorities and create solutions that
improve health. Non-profit organizations and government entities serving Genesee,
Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates counties are
invited to apply.

As funding and nonprofit landscapes continue to shift, this year we're focused on
supporting established organizations of all sizes that are deeply rooted in their
communities. Proposals should align with at least one of the following areas: sustaining
community services; harm mitigation; or collective strength and security --
particularly for populations facing heightened risk. This multi-year opportunity allows for
annual requests of $25,000 to $175,000 for up to three years. We anticipate awarding
approximately $2.5 million across 15 to 20 grants.

While we know we cannot be all things to all people, our commitment is to be clear,
responsive, and grounded while directing resources where they are most needed.

Click here for full details on funding priorities, the submission process, and resources to
help write your proposals.

Welcoming New Health Foundation Grants Manager
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Join us in welcoming Meridian Napoli to Greater
Rochester Health Foundation as Grants Manager!

Meridian will lead the Foundation’s grantmaking
operations, ensuring strong systems, accurate data,
and effective collaboration with our grantee partners.

Meridian brings more than 20 years of experience in
grant operations, with expertise spanning the full grant
lifecycle -- from proposal and project management to
compliance, expenditure responsibility, and post-award
tracking. She has led grants management system
transitions, strengthened data and reporting practices,

and developed workflows that improve efficiency and coordination across teams. A
certified change management professional, Meridian also has a strong track record of
guiding organizations through technology adoption and process improvements.

With a systems-oriented and human-centered approach, Meridian connects day-to-day
operations to mission-driven impact, helping to build a healthier, more equitable region
where all people can thrive.

Strengthening Beyond the Grant:
﻿New Capacity-Building Partnership for Grantee Organizations

Last week, Greater Rochester Health Foundation welcomed a select group of grantee
organizations into a new capacity-building initiative designed to strengthen organizational
health and long-term sustainability.

Through this effort, Breakthrough Consulting is providing tailored one-on-one support
grounded in a strengths-based assessment of each organization’s current practices, with
a focus on financial management as well as insights into operations, programming,
governance, and leadership. Part of our ongoing efforts to support our partners "beyond

https://www.bktlead.com/


the grant," this prototype of individualized consulting will help determine value and
potential for broader scaling to more partners in the future.

Stay tuned! Later this year, we'll be inviting all grantee partners to larger group workshops
focused on financial management and organizational practices. These sessions will be
designed to reinforce shared learning, build capacity across the network, and strengthen
the overall impact of non-profit organizations serving the region.

Healthy & Equitable Futures Training:
Strengthening Parent Leadership Through Connection & Practice

Last weekend we convened Parent Leadership Facilitators (PLFs) alongside partners from
our Healthy & Equitable Futures initiative, including Fatherhood Connection, PLTI, The
Children’s Agenda, and ROC the Future for a two-day training focused on connection,
skill-building, and centering parent voice.

Our Healthy and Equitable Futures work envisions that every child in Monroe County
grows up healthy, supported, and thriving. By focusing on whole child health -- physical,
cognitive, social, and emotional development -- we pledge to achieve racial equity so that
Black and Latino children ages 0–8 are safe, supported, and thriving.

The weekend reinforced the importance of investing in Parent Leadership Facilitators as
individuals who help shape this work, while also strengthening relationships and alignment
across partner organizations. Led by educator and National Parent Leadership Facilitator
Marcus A. Smothers, participants engaged in meaningful dialogue and reflection to
strengthen how they facilitate spaces rooted in trust, authenticity, and shared learning.
Marcus brought both professional expertise and lived experience to the training,
challenging participants to think deeply about how they show up as facilitators and how to
create environments where parents feel seen, heard, and empowered to lead. A café
refresher session led by ROC the Future further prepared facilitators for upcoming
community conversations on parent liberation.

This work continues to build momentum toward a shared vision, one where parents are
empowered as leaders and every child in Monroe County has the opportunity to grow up
healthy, supported, and thriving.
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GRANTEE SPOTLIGHT

From Community Voice to Community Development: Leveraging
Resident Leadership at 125 Charlotte Street

Congratulations to Hinge Neighbors on being
selected by the City of Rochester as the
recommended developer for the City-owned
parcel at 125 Charlotte St., following a
competitive request for proposals process.

If approved, Hinge Neighbors will lead the
project in partnership with The Housing Council
at PathStone, Patrick Tobin LLC, and CJS
Architects. Their proposal focuses on expanding
affordable homeownership opportunities in Center City through the construction of 11
townhomes, nine of which would include fully accessible, ground-floor accessory dwelling
units.

Greater Rochester Health Foundation is proud
to have supported the preceding 2022
neighborhood-building initiative that engaged,
educated, and activated hard-to-reach
community members through a nontraditional,
creative campaign. This effort helped residents
better understand city planning, neighborhood
design, capital construction, operations, place
activation, and land use within the Inner Loop
removal area. As a result, community-informed
solutions have helped shape more equitable

approaches to addressing the impacts of the original Inner Loop North construction and its
long-standing effects on the health of the neighborhood.

The proposed sale is contingent on approval by Rochester City Council in the coming
weeks. Visit Hinge Neighbors' website to learn more about the project here.

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

Uplifting Black Maternal Health in Rochester

In recognition of Black Maternal Health Week, Rochester Regional Health is hosting a
Black Maternal Health Week symposium from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Monday, April 13,
(doors open at 9:30 a.m.) at The Little Theatre, with options to attend in person or virtually.
The event will bring together families, clinicians, advocates, and community leaders to
uplift Black families and advance a community grounded in dignity and respect.

Black women face a significantly higher risk of severe maternal complications, and this
symposium aims to equip attendees with the tools, knowledge, and connections needed to
improve outcomes. Participants will hear personal stories, engage in an expert panel
discussion, and connect with local programs supporting pregnancy and postpartum health.

https://hingehomes.com/
https://www.rochesterregional.org/


The keynote will be delivered by Twylla Dillion,
President and CEO of HealthConnect One. A
panel featuring community leaders, healthcare
professionals, and advocates will highlight
collaborative efforts to advance Black maternal
health in the region. Learn more and register
here.

Advancing Health Equity at the 2026
Speak Life! Conference

Common Ground Health's annual Speak Life!
Health Equity Conference will take place from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, at the
Monroe Community Hospital auditorium. Tickets
are $35 and include breakfast and lunch.

The conference brings together community
members, clinicians, advocates, and public
health leaders to advance healing, equity, and
culturally grounded solutions across the Finger
Lakes region. Highlights include a panel on
current community needs and innovative
responses, along with new culturally relevant
music and dance performances promoting
overall well-being.

Common Ground Health is the nonprofit health research and planning organization for
the Rochester-Finger Lakes region. It brings together community members and leaders
from healthcare, education, business, government and other sectors to find common
ground on health challenges.

Greater Rochester Health Foundation is proud to sponsor this engaging event! Learn
more and reserve your spot here.

Strengthening Community Response at the Northeast Child Abuse
Conference
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April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month, and the Northeast Child Abuse
Conference is taking place April 22 - 23, at the Riverside Convention Center in Rochester,
bringing together professionals from across New York State for a leading multidisciplinary
training focused on preventing, treating, and investigating child abuse.

Hosted by Child Advocacy Center of Greater Rochester, the conference equips social
workers, law enforcement, educators, healthcare providers, and other community partners
with the latest tools and knowledge to support children and families. Featuring expert-led
workshops and speakers from across the region and nation, the conference emphasizes
collaboration and innovation in responding to abuse. With an anticipated 700 attendees,
this event plays a critical role in strengthening the network of professionals working to
protect children and promote healing throughout the community.

The Health Foundation is proud to support this important educational event. Learn more
and register here.

﻿GRANT OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES

NEW: The Oishei Foundation, in partnership with fellow
Western New York funders, continues its WNY Forward
Fund with a new grant opportunity focused on civic health
and common ground, supporting organizations working to
protect human rights, strengthen democracy, and expand
civic engagement. Rooted in a commitment to community

power-building, this effort reflects a belief that lasting systems change depends on people
—especially those historically excluded—having voice, agency, and influence. The Fund
will invest $1 million over two years, offering $50,000–$100,000 annually in general
operating support; eligible nonprofits across the region. Apply by Monday, April 20 at 4
p.m.; learn more here.

﻿NEW: The Mother Cabrini Health Foundation is accepting
Letters of Inquiry through April 23 across five program
areas: Access to Healthcare, Basic Needs, Healthcare
Workforce, Mental & Behavioral Health, and a General
Fund. Nonprofits and community-based organizations
working to improve the health and well-being of vulnerable
New Yorkers are encouraged to apply to the program that
best aligns with their mission. Funding supports efforts to
expand access to care, address social determinants of
health, strengthen the healthcare workforce, and improve
mental and behavioral health outcomes statewide. Learn
more and apply here.

Did you know? Greater Rochester Health Foundation
curates a database of local, statewide, and national
health/health equity-related grant opportunities that we
share on our website. This searchable, curated list of grants
is accessible here.

In addition, our Rapid Response Fund provides short-term
relief grants -- up to $75,000 -- to help nonprofits continue their work in the face of
immediate state or federal funding disruptions and is designed to swiftly address the
critical needs of our community by supporting the organizations that serve our most
vulnerable neighbors. Applications accepted on a rolling basis.
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Causewave Community Partners is available to help
small and mid-sized nonprofit organizations secure the
funding to increase community impact. Learn more about
the Grants Capacity Building Initiative offering free grant-
writing support here. The Health Foundation is proud to

support this important initiative along with our local funders.

COMMUNITY BOARD
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