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PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

National Poverty Awareness Month: Community Screening Explores the
Lasting Impact of Childhood Poverty

January is National Poverty Awareness Month, a time
to deepen understanding of how economic hardship
shapes lives, families, and communities. As part of this
reflection, Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative
(RMAPI) and WXXI are hosting a community screening
and panel discussion of the Frontline documentary,
Born Poor, from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 27, at
WXXI, 280 State St.

The film revisits children first featured in the Emmy-
nominated documentary Poor Kids, following their lives
into adulthood as they navigate education, work, and
family while confronting the long-term effects of

growing up in poverty. Through their stories, Born Poor offers a powerful look at how early
economic hardship continues to shape opportunity over time.

The screening will be followed by a panel discussion focused on reflection and dialogue
around poverty and its impacts.

Community screenings like this create opportunities to listen, learn, and engage more
deeply with the lived experiences behind the data, helping to inform conversations about
equity, opportunity, and long-term well-being. Click here to register.
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HEALTH FOUNDATION NEWS

Hope & Gratitude in the New Year

We hope you had a wonderful holiday season and a
happy New Year! As we move into 2026, our
commitment remains the same: to listen closely, be
responsive, and support community-led approaches
that expand health equity.

In case you missed it, we wanted to once again uplift a
few highlights we shared last month as a message of
hope and gratitude:

Community voices were elevated through the mini-documentary Neighborhood Health
Status Improvement: Empowering and Transforming Communities, featuring
resident-led projects in Wayne County, Seneca County, and Northeast Rochester. We also
reflected on five years of community-shaped growth in our Annual Highlights report, What
We’ve Built Together.

Parent Leader Facilitators led the first Healthy & Equitable Futures Summit, celebrating
seven years of parent leadership and launching the Healthy & Equitable Futures Learning
Collaborative website. In addition we supported capacity-building and wellness supports
for our grantees and local nonprofits through trainings led by trusted community partners.

We launched a Rapid Response Fund to support nonprofits facing unexpected funding
disruptions, awarding 10 grants totaling more than $490,000 across the region and,
together with the Rochester Area Community Foundation, we awarded an additional
$440,035 through Responsive Grantmaking, bringing our total joint investment to $2.1
million.

We start this new year inspired by the work of the many people and organizations
dedicated to creating a healthier region where all can thrive, and grounded in the
understanding that these times call for continued collaboration, adaptability, and shared
resolve as philanthropy and communities navigate growing challenges together.

Reminder: We're Here to Help

We believe that strong partnerships and shared
knowledge are the most powerful tools we have in
moments like these. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if
you have concerns or need support. We’re here—and
we’re in this together. Click here for our staff directory.

Visit our Resource Page to explore tools and guidance
for nonprofits.

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

Celebrate MLK Day in Rochester!
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The Greater Rochester Martin Luther King
Jr. Commission invites the community to Kodak Hall
at Eastman Theatre at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, Jan. 19
for the Annual MLK Day Celebration. The event theme
is "From Me to We: Changing Our Souls, Creating
Beloved Community," and features a message from
from Reverend Courtney Clayton Jenkins, Senior
Pastor and Teacher at South Euclid United Church of
Christ in Ohio.

The Rochester Martin Luther King Jr. Commission was
founded in 1985 to honor Dr. King's legacy through
community celebrations and events. The Commission
organizes the Annual Martin Luther King Day
Celebration, the Juneteenth Festival, and other
initiatives promoting non-violence, economic justice,
and community empowerment in the region. Click here
to learn more.

RIT's Expressions of King’s Legacy Returns for Its 44th Year

Rochester Institute of Technology’s Division of Access,
Engagement, and Success invites the community to the
44th annual Expressions of King’s Legacy, from noon
to 2 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 29, at the RIT Gordon
Field House and Activities Center.

The program will feature a keynote address and
moderated Q&A with Dr. Eddie Glaude, Jr., a nationally
recognized scholar, author, and political commentator.
Glaude is the James S. McDonnell Distinguished
University Professor and former chair of Princeton
University’s Department of African American Studies,
and the author of the New York Times bestseller Begin

Again: James Baldwin’s America and Its Urgent Lessons for Our Own.

A frequent contributor to national media as a TIME Magazine columnist and MSNBC
political analyst, Glaude’s keynote will explore Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s enduring legacy
and its relevance today. Expressions of King’s Legacy is an annual opportunity for
reflection, dialogue, and community connection honoring Dr. King’s vision. Learn more
and register here.

Save the Date for ROC The Future's 2026 State of Our Children Address

The community is invited to attend ROC The Future's annual State of Our Children
Address, showcasing how data, policy, and people can improve outcomes for children and
families, fuel progress and drive meaningful change.

The event takes place at 2 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 26, bringing together more than 500
people who believe in BIG goals, BOLD collaboration, and a BRIGHT future for
Rochester’s young people.

Mayor Monroe Nichols, the 41st Mayor of Tulsa, Oklahoma, will be join the event for
fireside chat with Ashley Philippsen, Executive Director of Impact Tulsa. Mayor Nichols'
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election is particularly significant as he is the first
African-American mayor of Tulsa, a city historically
known for the Greenwood District, or Black Wall
Street.

ROC the Future Alliance is a league of dozens of
leading institutions and community partnerships in
the Rochester area that promotes the alignment of
community resources to improve the academic
achievement of Rochester's children. 

Greater Rochester Health Foundation is proud to
sponsor this event and be a partner in these efforts.
Click here for tickets and more information.

﻿GRANT OPPORTUNITIES & RESOURCES

NEW: The Looking Out Foundation is accepting applications
from nonprofits addressing pressing social needs and
advancing equity in underserved communities. Program
interests include underserved youth, public health, women,
LGBTQIA2S+ communities, the environment, the arts, food
insecurity, and people experiencing homelessness. Grants
range from $5,000 to $25,000, with a deadline of Jan. 15,
2026. Click here to apply.

Did you know? Greater Rochester Health Foundation
curates a database of local, statewide, and national
health/health equity-related grant opportunities that we
share on our website. This searchable, curated list of grants
is accessible here.

In addition, our Rapid Response Fund provides short-term
relief grants -- up to $75,000 -- to help nonprofits continue their work in the face of
immediate state or federal funding disruptions and is designed to swiftly address the
critical needs of our community by supporting the organizations that serve our most
vulnerable neighbors. Applications accepted on a rolling basis.

Causewave Community Partners is available to help
small and mid-sized nonprofit organizations secure the
funding to increase community impact. Learn more about
the Grants Capacity Building Initiative offering free grant-
writing support here. The Health Foundation is proud to

support this important initiative along with our friends at Rochester Area Community
Foundation.

Tribal Health Program Support Technical assistance
and training for tribes that provides public health
information, advocacy tools, policy analysis, and health
promotion and disease prevention programming with the
goal of elevating the health status of tribal citizens.
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Geographic coverage: Nationwide; Applications accepted on an ongoing basis.
Sponsor: United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc.

COMMUNITY BOARD
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Centered in equity, the mission of Greater Rochester Health Foundation is to pursue and invest in
solutions that build a healthier region where all people can thrive.
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