


children and families continues to strengthen the health and well-being of the entire
community.

We extend our sincere thanks to the Milly’s team for welcoming us into their historic Main
Street building, and for giving us a behind-the-scenes look at the exciting transformation
now underway.

Milly’s Pantry is nearing completion of a major
renovation that will modernize and fully restore
accessibility to their beloved community space. By
February 2026, the building will feature accessible
restrooms, a widened staircase, elevators to the
upper floors, and updated office spaces for future
rental. The grand ballroom upgrades are almost
done, and the space will soon be available for
classes, events, and celebrations. These
investments support a long-held vision: a fully
accessible, financially sustainable community hub
that serves children today while strengthening the organization’s future.

This forward-looking project complements the heart of Milly’s work: ensuring every child
has the essentials they need to learn, grow, and thrive. In the United States, more than six
million children live in households where at least one child is food insecure. Research
shows that weekend food supports can help close academic gaps by as much as 15
percent, and Milly’s Pantry is helping lead that progress locally.

Each week, their Weekend Backpack Program distributes supplemental food to about 500
students, helping prevent weekend hunger for children who rely on school meals. Their
School Supplies Program, run with both Yates County school districts, provides more than
850 book bags each year, ensuring nearly every economically disadvantaged K—12
student in the county has the supplies they need. Milly’s also offers enrichment programs
that introduce children to food, cooking, and nutrition in welcoming, hands-on settings.

The Market & Café, located on the building’s street
level, continues to be both a community gathering
place and a powerful social enterprise -- supporting
local artists, makers, and food vendors while
generating funds for Milly’s programs. With full
accessibility and energy-efficient upgrades on the way,
these retail and rental spaces will soon unlock even
greater potential to support Milly’s long-term
sustainability and reduce reliance on grants and
fundraising.

As we reflect on National Rural Health Day, we're
humbled by leaders like Milly’s Pantry, who show what
is possible when a community comes together around
its children.

Thank you, Milly’s Pantry, for all you do, and for hosting
us with generosity and warmth. We’re honored to support your work and look forward to
celebrating the completion of your renovated space in 2026!
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