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Health-Focused Philanthropies Unite Against
Harmful Budget Cuts Impacting Millions of New

Yorkers 
Together with the Health Foundation for Western and Central New York and
the New York Health Foundation, Greater Rochester Health Foundation
released a statement in unified opposition to the devastating health and human
services cuts included in the newly passed budget: 

As private philanthropies exclusively dedicated to improving the health of New
Yorkers, we speak with a unified voice: 

The newly passed budget bill will force cuts that will deeply harm the health
and well-being of the people we serve for a generation. New Yorkers will be
poorer, sicker, and hungrier. 

Confronting a loss of $15 billion in funding, estimated impacts are as follows: 

1.5 million New Yorkers are expected to lose health insurance coverage
because of cuts to Medicaid and the Essential Plan 

New York’s hospitals will lose $800 million annually 

New York’s community health centers will lose $300 million 

New York will lose $1.2 billion in SNAP funding, which 2.8 million New
Yorkers rely on to lessen hunger and food insecurity 

The numbers are hard to fathom – and the human toll will be devastating. This
bill will have a long-term impact on the health care of New Yorkers in every
community—rural, urban, and suburban. 
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Given the scale of these cuts, our philanthropic dollars can’t replace or backfill
government funds. But our commitments to our missions are only strengthened
by this crisis. We will respond and work in partnership with each other, our
grantees and partners, and State policymakers. We will work to defend the
health and human services safety net for the benefit of all New Yorkers. 
 
In partnership,

Matthew Kuhlenbeck, President and Chief Executive Officer,
Greater Rochester Health Foundation 

Nora OBrien-Suric, PhD, President,
Health Foundation for Western & Central New York 

David Sandman, President and Chief Executive Officer,
﻿New York Health Foundation 

Visit our Resource Page to explore tools and guidance for nonprofits. In addition, find out if you qualify
for our new Rapid Response Fund, providing short-term relief grants to help nonprofits continue their
work in the face of immediate federal funding disruptions.

We believe that strong partnerships and shared knowledge are the most powerful tools we have in
moments like these. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have concerns or need support. We’re here
—and we’re in this together. ﻿Click here for our staff directory

Centered in equity, the mission of the Greater Rochester Health
Foundation is to pursue ﻿and invest in solutions that build a healthier

region where all people can thrive.
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