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June 17, 2021
Dear Partners,
We are proud to announce and celebrate our colleague Chiara Smith
for her promotion to program officer. Chiara will manage and move
forward the implementation of our Racial Health Equity work.
Chiara is an invaluable member of our team and a leader in our
internal efforts to be a more just and equitable organization. She
has also been instrumental in our external efforts to address racial
health equity across our region.
"I am grateful for the opportunity to apply the knowledge I have
acquired while serving this great community," said Smith. "I look
forward to serving in my new role throughout the counties we provide
support in."
With more than 23 years of experience within the non-profit and human
services sectors, Smith serves as co-chair for the Health Foundation’s
Equity Change Team as well as the Community Voices Network with
the Systems Integration Project. Chiara a current participant in the Leadership Coaching Certificate
Program led by Dr. Frederick C. Jefferson, and recently completed the Diversity and Inclusion Certificate
program from Cornell University.
Chiara's promotion to program officer is a result of her outstanding leadership qualities, and we know
she'll continue to make meaningful contributions that help us build a healthier region where all people can
thrive. Please join us in congratulating our esteemed colleague!

COVID-19 RESOURCES
What You Need to Know
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.
All individuals 12 years of age and older residing in
the United States are eligible to receive the
vaccine.

Frequently Asked Questions
How much do COVID-19 vaccines cost?

Nothing, your vaccination is free. The federal government is providing the vaccine free of charge to all
people living in the United States, regardless of their immigration or health insurance status.
Where can I get a free ride and/or childcare for my vaccine appointment?
All Americans are eligible for a free ride to-and-from your vaccine appointments. Additionally, childcare
providers are offering free care so parents and caregivers can get vaccinated and recuperate. Visit
the incentives page for more details.
How can I get help in my own language?
If you speak a language other than English or Spanish and need help finding a vaccine provider near you
or have general questions about the COVID-19 vaccine, please call 1-800-232-0233.
More:
Click here for more answers to commonly asked questions about COVID-19 vaccination. The CDC also
has information for busting common vaccine myths available in facts about COVID-19 vaccines.

Vaccinations Available
Use the Finger Lakes COVID-19 Vaccine Hub's
appointment finder tool to search for locations in Genesee,
Livingston, Monroe, Orleans, Ontario, Seneca, Wayne,
Wyoming and Yates counties.
Search vaccines.gov, text your zip code to 438829, or call
1-800-232-0233 to find COVID-19 vaccine locations near
you.
Reserve appointments for COVID-19 vaccines via phone (New York State COVID-19 Hotline: 1-833NYS-4-VAX (1-833-697-4829). Community members calling from within Rochester city limits may dial 311
for assistance in making appointments.

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
Keep on Pushin’: Juneteenth and the
Evolution of Emancipation
The Office of Alumni Relations and Constituent
Engagement in partnership with the Black
Alumni Network, Diversity Advisory Council,
and the Office of Equity and Inclusion at the
University of Rochester invite the community to a
virtual event from noon to 1:15 p.m. on Friday,
June 18.
"Keep On Pushin': Juneteenth and the Evolution of
Emancipation," features Dr. Scot Brown
(University of Rochester Class of 1989),
distinguished author and associate professor of
African American Studies and History at UCLA.

The special program recognizes the celebration of Juneteenth, the oldest nationally celebrated
commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United States and will explore the historical context of
Juneteenth, the importance of Black cultural wealth, the evolution of emancipation, and the expanded
notion of freedom. Register here.
This event is part of the University of Rochester's monthly lecture and discussion series, REAL––
Rochester's Equity & Access Leadership––Conversations. Virtual programs focus on authentic
discussions featuring brave and candid dialogues around equity, measurable action, and meaningful
change. To view recordings of past events, explore the archive here.

Building Healthier Communities in Western NY in the
COVID-19 Era
Join Mother Cabrini Health Foundation and local healthcare leaders
at noon on Wednesday, June 30, for a free, one-hour event “Building

Healthier Communities in Western NY in the COVID-19 Era.” This event
is part of the Foundation's new Community Healthcare Conversations,
created in an effort to learn from and support other organizations in its
mission of improving the health and well-being of New Yorkers.
This virtual discussion will be led by Rick Barnes, Mother Cabrini Health
Foundation’s community relations director, with special guest Clotilde
Perez-Bode Dedecker, president and CEO of the Community
Foundation for Greater Buffalo. The event will also feature guest
panelists from two Mother Cabrini Health Foundation grantees:
Shajuana Day, director of population health at Jericho Road
Community Health Center, and Allison DeHonney, CEO and founder
of Buffalo Go Green.

RECOMMENDED READING
How Resident-Led Advocacy in Rochester,
N.Y. is Creating a More Playful City
Our partners at Common Ground Health are featured
in this Brookings Institution article highlighting
Rochester as an example of how cities can support
kids and families by advancing policy, systems, and
environmental changes that prioritize the power of
play.
Read the article here.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Governor Cuomo recently announced the $800 million small business recovery grant program which
will provide funding to small and micro businesses and small for-profit independent arts and cultural
organizations to help them recover from the economic impact of the pandemic. Priority will be given to
socially and economically disadvantaged business owners, including minority- and women-owned
business enterprises, service-disabled veteran-owned businesses and veteran-owned businesses, and
businesses located in economically distressed communities.
The Health Resources and Services Administration’s Federal Office of Rural Health Policy will be
making approximately 4 awards of up to $375,000 per year for the Rural Behavioral Health Workforce
Centers - Northern Border Region program. The purpose of this program is to improve behavioral health
care services in rural areas through the education and training of future and current health professionals
in treatment and interventions for behavioral health disorders, including substance use disorder. The
application deadline is June 28. Click here for more information.
Rochester Area Community Foundation has launched its Community Vaccine Education Grant
seeking innovative ideas from neighborhood groups and community-based organizations in select
Rochester ZIP codes on how best to encourage neighbors to get the COVID-19 vaccine. There is a
rolling due date for grant applications. Groups interested in applying for grants up to $3,000 may watch a
Community Foundation-hosted webinar here for more information.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Centered in equity, the mission of the Greater Rochester Health Foundation is to pursue and invest in solutions that
build a healthier region where all people can thrive.









